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About Me

Experience

2007 - present

2005 - 2008

2004 - 2005

Education

1996 - 2003

1990 - 1994

I am an applied scientist interested in practical results. I care about
protecting the environment, so I focus primarily on projects that will affect
land management decisions. I enjoy finding creative solutions to difficult
technical problems.

Chief Scientist, Founder, Walking Shadow Ecology, Gardiner, Montana
(www.YellowstoneEcology.com). Through my consulting company, I
work on a wide variety of ecological and climate-related projects in the
western United States, including studies of landscape-level trophic
interactions, community ecology of plants exposed to naturally occurring
carbon dioxide springs, data analysis contracts, study design, and
management of field crews for other researchers. Funding for these projects
comes as either direct contacts or through cooperative agreements hosted
by other organizations or universities.

Postdoctoral Researcher, Colorado State University, Fort Collins,
Colorado. Research on trophic interactions involving willow in
Yellowstone National Park.

Postdoctoral Researcher, Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana.

Research on the ecology of plants that grow in geothermally active areas of
Yellowstone National Park.

Ph.D., Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Tulane University, New
Orleans, Louisiana.

B.A., Philosophy, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio.


http://www.YellowstoneEcology.com/
mailto:tercek@YellowstoneEcology.com

Skills and Interests
¢ Data analysis with Python, R, and JavaScript.
¢ (Climate change, climate data analysis, and the predicted effects of climate change.
¢ (Creating web- and desktop — based applications that visualize data. Visit www.ClimateAnalyzer.org
and www.VegViz.org for examples.
Plant Ecology
Study design, sampling strategies and monitoring techniques.
GIS and spatial data analysis.
Survey and mapping with traditional transits and levels.
Design and deployment of scientific equipment under challenging environmental conditions.
Repair and maintenance of electronic devices, including re-design and adaptation of hardware.
Mechanical fabrication and design. I put myself through college by working as an auto mechanic.
The practical skills from that job continue to serve me well. I design and build much of my own re-
search equipment.
e Back-country skills. After 30 years living in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, I have hiked to
many places that are unknown to the general public. I routinely camp by myself in remote areas for
extended periods of time.
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Other Stuff (Follow the links)

Appearance in a climate change video produced by the National Park Service

Interview in Sierra Magazine

I contributed a graph to the May 2016 issue of National Geographic (page 145 of print edition)
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